Abstract. The study describes the quantities of European Union Natura 2000 protected areas. The aim of research was to analysed Land areas of EU Member States covered by Natura 2000.The size of Site of Community Importance (SCI) and Special Protection Area (SPA) areas were compared among the countries of the European Union. Furthermore, the environmental protection transfers by environmental protection activity and institutional sector for years 2010-2015 were presented and their significant irregularity was featured. The analysis uses secondary data available on the European institutions websites. The result of the analysis was the observation of significant differences in the size of protected areas in different countries, where in some cases even 1/3 of the country's territory is protected areas.
Introduction
Europe is a continent rich in valuable natural areas, which imposes on people the duty of their care, protection and keep for future generations. As much as 1/6 of the land territory of the European Union is covered by the European Ecological Network Natura 2000 (Perepeczko B., 2012) . Previous traditional forms of nature protection based on prohibitions and restrictions were not a sufficient solution for the habitats used for agriculture (Brodzinska K., 2013) . Golebiewska and Pajewski emphasize that environmental issues once moved aside now in the aspect of agricultural activity are becoming more and more important (2015) . Preventing the progressive degradation of the environment and restoring its damaged components require its users to use various ways of protection (Wielewska I., 2017) . Therefore, if economy and the environment are to grow in harmony, two principles must be respected: 1) it is necessary to use renewable resources in a manner that warrants that the level of consumption of these is not higher than the level of production, 2) pollutants must not be generated in quantities that exceed the assimilative capacity In order to achieve such goals within the European communities, the so-called Bird Directive The experience of European Union countries shows that protected areas can provide tangible benefits to the local community, including material ones (Kielsznia M., 2010) . Protected areas are usually located where there is high forest cover, poor soils, low population and insufficiently developed communication infrastructure and entrepreneurship (Zapolska K., 2012 ). An opportunity for the development of entrepreneurship is, for example, the creation of accommodation for tourists within their own farms or the running of an organic farm (Bera M., 2014). Organic farming is conditioned by various aspects, examples of which are presented in Table 1 . Table 1 Conditions that create the possibility of developing organic production Then, environmental protection transfers by environmental protection activity and institutional sector were analysed. The countries of the European Union were selected for which data continuity was maintained in 2010-2014. Therefore, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Spain, France, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Poland, Slovenia, Sweden, the United Kingdom were selected for the research. Table 2 presents environmental protection transfers by environmental protection activity and institutional sector. In the analysed period 2010-2012, there was a visible increase in the environmental protection transfers by environmental protection activity and institutional sector in the countries of the so-called New Union, which later joined the EU. In the same period, a decline was recorded in other analysed countries. These data indicated a large irregularity among countries. 
